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April 21st, 2016 

Singing Pass Trail through the Whistler Blackcomb Controlled 

Recreation Areas - Backgrounder 

History of the Working Group: 

The first meeting between stakeholders and the various agencies and land managers in the Fitzsimmons 
drainage was held in September 2012. Coordinated by Innergex, the meeting included representatives 
of the following organizations: 
 
• Whistler Blackcomb (WB) 
• Whistler Sliding Centre (WSC) – Legacies Society 
• BC Parks 
• Rec Sites and Trails, MFLNRO- (RSTBBC) 
• Resort Municipality of Whistler (RMOW) 
• Alpine Club of Canada – Whistler Section 
• Innergex 
 
The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the issue of public access to Singing Pass and to explore 
options for re-establishing vehicle access above Whistler Village. The state of the current trail was 
discussed and two options were brought forward to resolve the issue – to make improvements to the 
existing trail; or, move the trail to the Blackcomb side of Fitzsimmons Creek (discussed in detail in next 
section). All representatives had the opportunity to raise their interests and concerns about the options, 
and it was recognized that this is a complex issue.  The minutes of this meeting are attached. 
  
In late 2012 and 2013, BC Parks engaged the public in a management plan amendment for the 
Spearhead Area of Garibaldi Park, addressing several management issues specific to the Whistler area of 
Garibaldi Park. Public access to Singing Pass was one of the issues. The management plan amendment 
describes the management issue:  

In recent years a slope failure has eliminated all vehicle access to the former Singing Pass 
trailhead. As a result, park visitors have an additional four kilometre hike on a rough road to join 
up with the existing trail inside the park. 

The management plan amendment then identifies the following management objective and strategies: 
Objective: To work with adjacent land managers to provide appropriate public access to the 
Spearhead Area of the park. 
Strategies: 

i. Work with adjacent land managers to establish a new vehicle-accessible trailhead on the 
north side of Fitzsimmons Creek to provide summer access to the Singing Pass Trail. 

a. Connect the Singing Pass Trail to a new trailhead on the north side of 
Fitzsimmons Creek.  

b. Explore the establishment of a route from the new trailhead to connect with 
trails in the park on the Blackcomb side.  

 
See section 5.2.1 of the Management Plan Amendment for more details. 
 

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/planning/mgmtplns/garibaldi/garibaldi_mp_amendment_approved_feb2014.pdf?v=1461189876501
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In 2012 and 2013, Whistler Blackcomb also worked on updating the Ski Area Master Development 
Agreement and acknowledged their commitment to providing free public access to Garibaldi Park 
through the Controlled Recreation Area. 
 
In 2015 the Federation of Mountain Clubs of BC (FMCBC) contacted the Mountain Resort Branch (MRB) 
to inquire about progress on the Singing Pass Trail. MRB took the lead in re-establishing the working 
group and facilitating a resolution to the challenges.  Since that time the working group has had several 
conversations and organized a site visit to review and discuss the Blackcomb side option with the 
members of the FMCBC & ACC. During the site visit the stakeholders clearly expressed a desire for 
vehicle access to the Innergex intake; however several safety concerns and other operational constraints 
about use of the road were raised.  See Private Vehicle Access Challenges below.  
 
In October 2015 the working group advised FMCBC and ACC that they had decided that the Blackcomb 
Option was the preferred option and offered the most benefits for the public. However, shortly after 
that correspondence, a site visit conducted by Alister McCrone (RSTBBC) and Katy Chambers (BC Parks) 
to ground-truth the preferred option and gather more information, resulted in an assessment that the 
benefits of the Blackcomb option might not outweigh the costs.  It was concluded that more 
conversation with the working group and more detailed cost estimates were warranted.  
 
Additional information has been gathered and the working group would like to present the options and 
information to FMCBC and ACC for discussion. 
 

Description of the Proposed Options: 

 
Option 1, Blackcomb Side (see attached Map): 
 

 Drive up from the village and park in Parking Lot 8 (on Blackcomb Mountain, adjacent to the Sliding 
Centre – approx. 1.8km and 150 metres in elevation above Whistler Village). See attached map; 

 Walk through the Sliding Centre to the Innergex penstock right of way  which lies between the 
Sliding Centre and Fitzsimmons Creek; 

 Hike up the penstock right of way and/or a new section of trail to the Innergex intake on 
Fitzsimmons Creek (approx. 4km); 

 Cross a new pedestrian bridge over Fitzsimmons Creek that would be constructed in the vicinity of 
the intake; 

 From the bridge, hike along a new section of trail on the Whistler side of Fitzsimmons Creek to a 
point that intersects the existing Singing Pass Trail, if possible beyond the problematic Harmony 
Creek crossing (exact location to be determined); 

 Hikers enter Garibaldi Park and continue on to Singing Pass. 
 
Option 2, Whistler Side (see attached Map): 
 

 Use existing Singing Pass Trail where possible 

 Create new bypass trail around main Fitzsimmons Slump 

 Repair several existing crossings  

 Construct foot bridge over Harmony Creek 

 Build new bypass around the “Harmony Slump” rejoining the existing Singing Pass trail 
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Options Summary Table: 

Options Singing Pass Trail 
BLACKCOMB SIDE  (Option 1) 

Singing Pass Trail Upgrade  
WHISTLER SIDE ( Option 2) 
 

Description Construction of a new trail and installation of 
a new bridge across Fitzsimons creek. 

Rebuild and rehabilitate portions of the 
existing Singing Pass trail with some new 
segments of new construction. 
 

Estimated 
Costs 

 Penstock trail: $7000 

 Reconstruction of south side old road: 
$7000 

 New trail connection to the Singing Pass 
Trail $31,000 

 Helicopter transport: $8500 

 Bridge: (Minimum cost): $150,000 

 New Trail Paralleling the Existing Access 
road: $56,000 (Preferred Option) 

 Signage and information: $10,000 
 

 Total Cost Estimate: $269,500 
 

 Excavator transport time: $2000 

 Minor repairs to smaller creek crossings: 
$2000 

 Big slump repairs:  $7000 

 Upgrade existing road bed: $8000 

 Harmony Creek slump bypass: $32,000 

 Signage and information: $10,000 
 

 Total Cost Estimate: $61,000  
 

Pros  Eliminate the conflict of hikers passing 
through bike park 

 Eliminate the need to cross the 
Fitzsimmons slump area. 

 Allow hikers to drive & park at Parking Lot 
8 - approx. 100m elevation gain, reduce 
hiking distance approx. 1km 

 Better parking/staging area 

 Does not have the slope stability issues 
that are present on the Whistler side. 
 

 Single trail for both summer and winter 
access/egress 

 Substantially lower cost – (Total 
$61,000.00) 

 No new major infrastructure installation 

 Much higher probability of receiving 
funding for full cost 

 Less environmental impact 
 

Cons  Substantially higher total cost ($269,500) 

 Necessary to maintain existing route as 
skier egress in the winter months 

 Significant new site disturbance 

 Installation of a major infrastructure 
component 

 Ongoing maintenance and engineering 
costs 

 Higher risk of wildfire on south side of 
valley 

 No elevation gain 

 No decrease to foot travel distance 

 Ongoing erosion/slope stability issues 

 Safety concerns of hikers passing through 
the bike park and crossing downhill bike 
trails. 
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Note: Whistler Blackcomb has also offered further measures to bring this issue to resolution they 

included: 

  Discounted 360 Summer Hiking Season Lift Pass for FMCBC & ACC members, from the current 
$75/year to $55/year. 

 Earlier access to the lifts (currently 10am start) - Whistler Blackcomb has offered to consider     
earlier access times 

 
Private Vehicle Access – Challenges: 

The Province understands that FMCBC and ACC would like the public to have the ability to drive up to a 

higher elevation (as was previously available prior to the Fitzsimmons Slump) to decrease the amount of 

hiking distance and allow a quicker and more aesthetic access into Garibaldi Park.  The working group 

has determined that private vehicle access either on the Blackcomb Mountain road to the intake or 

through the bike park on the existing Singing Pass Trail is not possible at this time for the following 

reasons: 

 Whistler Blackcomb has tenure on the road from the top of the Sliding Centre up to the Innergex 
intake.  This road is not public, but rather an industrial road for resort operations. It has not 
been constructed to public or municipal road standards.  The mountain road is very steep with 
many switchbacks.  

 The Sliding Center is on an exclusive Crown land lease with the Province and it is a controlled 
area at present. 

 The Sliding Centre is a very busy area in the summer months and the mountain road experiences 
temporary closures for sporting events.  

 While public pedestrian traffic through the Sliding Centre is not prohibited, public vehicle traffic 
is. The road is currently gated at the Sliding Centre. 

 Some commercial operators are permitted access through signed contracts and strict road use 
agreements with the Sliding Centre– WB, Innergex, Ziptrek & Canadian Wilderness Adventures.  
Protocols include: 
o Radio communications and protocols for all staff and contractors 
o Mandatory vehicle inspections 
o 4x4 vehicles only 
o Safety plans for all fuel trucks and other hazardous transports 

 WB boneyard is located along the mountain road between the Sliding Center and the intake and 
there is over $1 million in assets stored there which would need to be protected by gating and 
other security measures. 

 Whistler Blackcomb has a general concern about the public having vehicle access to other areas 
of the valley once they are able to pass beyond the Sliding Centre. Public access to other 
mountain roads beyond this point would present a safety/security concern. 

 Safety concerns for users and the public as there are high wildfire hazards in that area of 
Blackcomb Mtn. 

 Vehicle access on the Whistler side would conflict with existing resort operations and create a 
safety hazard for Bike Park users. 

 Geotechnical concerns on the Whistler side of the valley would present significant engineering 
challenges and increased environmental risks. 
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Existing Legal Interests: 

Whistler & Blackcomb Master Development Agreements (Files 2400087 & 0349523) 
Legacies Society – Sliding Center Lease (File 2408831) 
Innergex Penstock Right of Way & Lease for Intake (Files 2410346 & 2408076) 
 

Whistler Master Development Agreement – Public Access Obligations: 

The 1982 Whistler Master Development Agreement (MDA) speaks to public access of the Hiking Trails in 

section 7.01 (n) – see excerpt below.   Whistler Blackcomb must allow the public to pass and repass by 

foot, the areas designated as hiking trails from the months of May to November, without charge.  This is 

subject to the rights of the Resort to Control Access, granted by Article XVII of the Master Development 

Agreement (see excerpt below).  The Singing Pass hiking trail is identified on Schedule A of the MDA, see 

map.  The Whistler MDA does not require Whistler Blackcomb to provide public vehicle access to Singing 

Pass. 

Article 7.02 (n) 

 

Article XVII 
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Schedule A – Map (page 1) 
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Schedule A – Map (page 2) 
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Status of Current Discussions: 

Additional work to estimate the costs of the Blackcomb-side option indicate the costs would be 
significant. The overall gains of a new Blackcomb-side trail do not clearly outweigh the costs.  
 
Stakeholders/user groups do not fully support the Blackcomb-side option for summer, as it does not 
achieve the goal of vehicle access to the IPP intake (as is evident in letter from FMCBC). The working 
group has determined that vehicle access is not feasible at this time. 
 
The Blackcomb side (Option 1) does not really work for winter use.  Improvements to the existing 
Singing Pass trail would still be required to improve the safety of winter use. 
 
After reviewing all of the available information, the Province (RSTBBC, BC Parks & MRB) has concluded 
that, at this point in time, it seems prudent to spend moderate funds to improve the safety of the 
existing access to serve both summer and winter use.  
 
We propose moving forward with Option 2, Whistler Side.  Significant improvements will be made to 
upgrade the existing Singing Pass Trail including re- routing some of the worst sections, and upgrading 
other existing sections.  Efforts will be made to improve the visitor experience through signage and 
way-finding through the CRA. 
 
 


